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SUBJECT: PORTUGUESE TIMOR - U.S. EXPLANATION OF VOTE IN 
UN SECURITY COUNCIL APRIL 22 

REF: USUN 1712 

1 . THERE FOLLOWS THE STATEMENT IN UN SECURITY COUNCIL, 

BY AMBASSADOR SHERER IN EXPLANATION OF VOTE AFTER THE APRIL 
22, 1976 VOTING ON THE RESOLUTION ON THE SITUATION IN TIMOR: 

QUOTE THE UNITED STATES VOTED IN FAVOR OF THE AMENDMENT 
SUBMITTED BY JAPAN BECAUSE IT WOULD HAVE MADE EXPLICIT 
THAT THE COUNCIL RECOGNIZES THE IMPORTANT STATEMENT OF THE 
DISTINGUISHED REPRESENTATIVE OF INDONESIA THAT SOME FORCES 
HAVE BEEN AND ARE BEING WITHDRAWN. 

IN THE UNITED STATES VIEW THERE WERE ONLY TWO USEFUL PURPOSES 
THAT A RESOLUTION ON THIS SUBJECT COULD ACCOMPLISH AT THIS 
TIME. ONE WOULD BE TO ENCOURAGE AND ENHANCE THE COOPERATION 
OF ALL CONCERNED AND THE OTHER WOULD BE TO EXTEND THE MANDATE 
OF THE SECRETARY GENERAL. IN LIGHT OF THE DECISION OF THE 
COUNCIL NOT TO ACCEPT THE CONSTRUCTIVE JAPANESE PROPOSAL, 
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RESOLUTIONS, WE DO NOT BELIEVE THAT A SPIRIT OF COOPERATION 
HAS BEEN ENCOURAGED. SO FAR AS THE MANDATE OF THE SECRETARY 
GENERAL IS CONCERNED, WE DO NOT BELIEVE A NEW RESOLUTION 
WAS NEEDED IN ORDER TO KEEP THAT MANDATE IN BEING. 

HIS LAUDATORY EFFORTS AND THOSE OF HIS SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE 
COULD AND SHOULD BE CONTINUED IN ANY EVENT. THEIR WORK 
DEMONSTRATES ONCE AGAIN THE INDISPENSABLE ROLE OF THE UNITED 
NATIONS IN THE PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES. 

IN DECLINING TO VOTE FOR THIS RESOLUTION BECAUSE WE DO NOT 
SEE ANY ESSENTIAL PURPOSE SERVED BY IT IN ITS PRESENT 
FORM, WE ARE NOT WAVERING IN OUR SUPPORT OF THE RIGHT OF THE 
PEOPLE OF EAST TIMOR OR OF ANY PEOPLE ANYWHERE IN THE 
WORLD FOR EQUAL RIGHTS AND SELF-DETERMINATION. UNQUOTE 
SHERER 
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